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: House: No lakesdrilling
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Solf oute” The measure approved by the U.S. House Thursday was an amendment
I'\*Aigt'j)fgggg'ss introduced by Michigan Democrat David Bonior that in effect would
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new drilling permits for oil reserves beneath the lakes. The vote was

bipartisan and drew 70 Republicans.

Bonior, who is preparing a run for the Michigan governorship on an
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environmentalist platform, framed the issue in terms of protecting the
state's water supplies.

"l remind my colleagues that one quart of oil can contaminate up to two
million gallons of drinking water," Bonior declared during the debate.

The mgjority of Michigan's 16-member Congressional delegation
supported Bonior's amendment. Only Republican Reps. Joe Knollenberg
of Farmington Hills, Mike Rogers of Brighton and Nick Smith of Battle
Creek opposed the anti-drilling measure.

For Rogers, aformer state senator, the issue wasn't so much about
drilling for energy and protecting water resources as about the rights of
states like Michigan to make their own decisions concerning natural
resources.

"I trust our governor and the legislature to do the right thing,” Rogers
said. "Let's not flex our muscle and tell those (state) legislatures 'Y ou don't
really know what you are doing here." "

In Michigan, that has been part of the debate as well. "The federal
government doesn't have jurisdiction,” declared Susan Shafer, Engler's
press secretary.

It isn't clear what will happen to the Bonior amendment once the bill
reaches the Senate. But Michigan Democratic Sens. Debby Stabenow and
Carl Levin have been joined by other Great Lakes senatorsin backing a
bill to require comprehensive studies of drilling. With Democratsin
control of the Senate, the measure islikely to come to the floor for avote.

Some state lawmakers argue that drilling technology is reliable enough
to protect Great Lakes water and that tapping underwater energy deposits
would provide a better and cheaper aternative to importing foreign oil.

"We agree there have to be standards. Our safeguards will be so
stringent that drilling will be safe," said state Sen. Bill Schuette, R-
Midland, whose constituency borders Lake Michigan.

Last month, state senators allowed for Great Lakes drilling permitsin a
spending bill, only to have the proposal deleted by the state House. Bills
remaining in the state Senate and House would establish outright drilling
bans.

And yet, acknowledged state Sen. Gary C. Peters, D-Bloomfield
Township, author of one of the bans, "a permanent ban has been avery
hard sell.” He added: "We're not paying attention to the wishes of the vast
majority of Michigan residents.”

Supporters of drilling have been buoyed by findings of the Michigan
Environmental Science Board, appointed by Engler to study the feasibility
of directional drilling, which energy companies use to reach underwater
oil and gas deposits from shorelines. Platform drilling directly over
Michigan waters has been outlawed since the 1980s.

The science board has tentatively endorsed directional drilling -- with
reservations.

"Any gas or oil well isgoing to have some leaks, likely at the well's
head,"” said Dr. David T. Long, a Michigan State University geologist who
headed the drilling panel. "And when you have aleak thereis some
chanceit will get into the lake."

No new coastal drilling has taken place since 1997, the year Michigan
adopted an unofficial moratorium. The Michigan Department of Natural
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Resources, which has oversight of underground mineral rights, is now
revising state regulations for leasing lake bottomlands.

DNR officials expect those revisions to be completed this year--opening
the door for public auctions of leases and the extraction of gas and oil.

Other reactions to the Washington vote were mixed. State Atty. Gen.
Jennifer Granholm said "there is some ambiguity " about whether the
Corps of Engineers has jurisdiction in Michigan's waters. She said the
Bonior vote "doesn't do any harm™ and may help resolve ajurisdictional
question.

The House vote was the second such setback for Bush. Last week,
members called for a six-month drilling ban in the Gulf of Mexico near
the Florida coast -- a measure supported by Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, the
president's brother.

Detroit News Columnist George Weeks contributed to this report. You can
reach Jeremy Pearce at (313) 223-4825 or jpear ce@detnews.com.
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